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2 soprano saxophones (one doubling tenor, one doubling baritone), trombone, percussionist w
various suspended metals and smartphones, electric guitar, and singing pianist/keyboardist

Introduction/Program Note

"Abode where lost bodies roam each searching for its lost one. Vast enough for search to be in vain. Narrow
enough for flight to be in vain [...] the sake of harmony. [...] The light. lts dimness. [...] Its restlessness at long in-
tervals suddenly stilled like panting at the last. Then all go dead still. [...] The temperature. It oscillates with more
measured beat between hot and cold. It passes from one extreme to the other in about four seconds. It too has
its moments of stillness more or less hot or cold. They coincide with those of the light. Then all go dead still. It is
perhaps the end of all. A few seconds and all begins again. Consequences of this climate for the skin. It shrivels.
The bodies brush together with a rustle of dry leaves. The mucous membrane itself is affected. A kiss makes an
indescribable sound. [...] From time immemorial rumour has it or better still the notion is abroad that there exists
a way out."

- Samuel Beckett, The Lost Ones

"Like hammers knocking on walls checking for resonances—empty spaces, ways out of here—moments of harmony,
coming together, looking for the mirrors—those reminders of water, looking for the sea. Like the Jews left behind afte
the red sea came down."

- Expressive marking in the 6th movement

The sea means what? A way out? It's the passage; the way by which one must pass to arrive at, what? Safety?
A land where one finds freedom? One experience of living by the sea here in California: one is constantly in the
presence of the ocean, that grand, powerful, seemingly endless and often challenging place with its promise of di-
stance, of otherness, of possibility. The repeated gestures that come in the 6th movement seem like reminders to
keep checking for the flue.

After the initial conception, Beckett inspired Ambition. The music, not unlike Beckett's characters, comprises three
separate pieces—three individuals—sharing the same space: the music for solo synth | wrote the night of April 14-15

[, 2018], the digital translation of the synth piece into a piece for sampled instruments, and the translation for live
players of the digital piece each figure as separate pieces. 3 dimensions. 3 seas. So like Beckett's characters the G
are stuck with each other; none have the autonomy of a standalone piece. They're stuck in a place not their own,
but that of another's, or of all three. At special moments, they catch each other with a glance, an embrace, a flirt, a
squint; stern, concerned, desirous, mystified, confused, angered, or funny looks.

| set out [with Ambition] to make a work about Ambient music as a genre. | was critical of the idea, that, with am-
bient music, one succeeds in questions how one listens. Some of Ambient's progenitors sought to make works that
needn't be listened to attentively, but that would reward any degree of active or passive listening—one could just as
easily go about the business as they would sit and listen to the music. | was inspired by ambient music as an ap-
proach to musical material, to time, to listening and experiencing music. | was always drawn to its originating in

a consciousness of its reception. But for better or worse, Ambient music, for one type, has come to play a signifi-
cant role in a burgeoning New Age culture for which "Mindfulness," the "Detox," anti-vaccing, to name a few ideas
belie an ideology that in fact imprisons the otherwise plurality of creative or creative thought. Toxic mindlessness.

So how then can | endeavor to make a work that questions Ambient music and its domestication while acquiescing
to some its attitudes? This, | think, is why there needed to be these three streams of music. Like the hermetic life of
composing needing to be questioned by interaction with the world "outside," and that world's needing to face tothe
music. Two's a company, three's a crowd. Beckett's lost ones are a crowd, so are these three musics.



General Performance Notes

On staging and suspended objects

The staging of the work centers around a number of suspended objects. These objects should comprise
a mixture of large and small sheets of reverberant metal (gongs will do, but preferably ones with less de-
terminate pitch), and at least four cellular phones capable of videocalling (facetime, whatsapp call, etc.).
The four largest objects should be at the center of whatever the space, suspended from standard percus-
sion racks. Alongside these four objects should suspend the four phones. Generally speaking, the other
objects, the ensemble, and the audience should all encircle this central area. This encircling may be
concentric, but has no need to be; rather, what is most essential is the open space that this scene creates.

On amplification, balance, and playback

If need be, the live musicians should be amplified for the purpose of balancing with the playback. Eac
these—the live quintet minus the percussionist and playback—should go through the house PA.

The output of the electronics should go through the suspended pieces of metal, exciting their reverber
ation. Additionally, some output of the electronics, if that going through the metal is insufficient, shoulc
be positioned around the performing space. The audio is mixed in stereo, so pairs of speakers must t
used.

On click track

Performance of Ambition requires the use of a click track. For this purpose, all earbuds used among the
performers must, at a minimum, be of the same color, ideally the same brand. If wireless headsets are

not available, cabled sets may be used. On click track circuitry: The performers should already be wearing
their ear, and plug themselves in by inserting the mini plug pins of their earbud into the jacks (sockets)
coming from a xvmulti-channel headphone amplifier on stage. There are many models of amplifiers on

the market. A small quality model is sufficient for click track purposes. The amplifier will need to be plug-
ged into a power outlet on stage. Note: some amplifiers will require four 1/8" mini plug jack to 1/4" plug
adapters.

On breathing and accidentals

With the considerable speed and resultant difficulty of the writing, the issue of where to breathe, and
phrasing more generally speaking arises. As a rule, breaths should be staggered and taken wherever ne-
cessary. Often in Ambition the music functions as a kind of continuous tapestry of similar gestures in
similar harmonies, as such, breathing should be subtle, and not detract from the flow of the work. Si-
milarly, the breathless, almost mechanical quality of the music should be balanced by breath.

On extracting notes

Clearly, much of the work lingers at the limit of possibility given the tempo. To accomodate for this fact,
the following strategy should be followed: 1) attempt to play all notes in their prescribed rhythm and at
their prescribed dynamic; 2) The importance of preserving precision and confidence cannot be overstated;
do not let the desire of execution of excessively difficult passages undermine precision or confidence.

If some notes must be extracted or altered for this sake, begin with large registral leaps, 3) If the passage
is still impossible to execute, then the performer may remove 16th or even 8th notes for this purpose.



On rehearsal numbers and electronics

Each number is given with a time (e.g. 0'00) which indicates the point in the electronics with which the numbe
coincides. Electronics guide the performance.

On dynamics

The work features a curious seeming usage of dynamics, whereby they shift rapidly, at some points from a cc
derably loud to considerably soft dynamic. Dynamics should be differentiated with as little use of crescendi a
possible except where otherwise noted.

Specific Instrument Performance Notes

The six musicians act as six kinds of characters in this music, which fact connotes much about the attitude w
which their parts should be played

Percussion

The role of the percussionist may seem an undernotated one, but the importance of this role cannot

be overstated. The percussionist ensures the reverberation of the metals suspended in the space
throughout the piece, which reverberation should be constant. The percussionist also monitors the
videocalling phones. These phones will erratically produce feedback from their proximity to each other,
and will undoubtedly spin throughout the work due to the vibrations of the metal. This is expected.

The percussionist should never seem too busy, but rather, should seem as though they are committed to
a mundane task. This "seeming mundane" is acting, of course, as the image of the reverberant metals
and the phones video calling each other should provoke an image of some kind of control room which is
monitoring the whole musical act.

Ambition is, in a way, a work of musical theater surrounding what could be a garden of reverberant
metal, and it's the percussionist's garden.

Piano

Pedal liberally. At the point where the pianist sings this is an instance of longing; | wish | were
playing "real" piano music, and so, instead, | hum this song-that's-not-a-song along with
"bad" piano writing. In a sense, the pianist is trying to remember what pianists used to do.

Guitar

The guitarist is a lost 80s shoegazer (whose tone should reflect that). Given the needs of balancing with
the electronics, that the guitarist demonstrates the senstitivity to that balance and has the freedom of an
exhaustive pedal board's use to that effect.

Saxophones

The saxophones are the twins. They blab on and on with one another, almost at the exclusion of the rest
of the group. They have a solo, together, that is really closer to a solo than a duo. Generally speaking
the two should match one another's tone until, in Part Il when they pick up their lower range horns, they
reveal truer colors.

Trombone

Like the pianist, the trombone frequently seems almost to be acting like they ought to; rambunctious,
pugnacious, triumphant. While there has been and will not be any triumph for the character, the trom-
bone seems to think there is and has been and will continue to be. This is sad, and to convey it the part
should be played with a conviction of triumph.
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Digression
Like hammers knocking on walls checking for resonances—empty spaces,
ways out of here—moments of harmony, coming together,
looking for the mirrors—those reminders of water, looking for
the sea. Like the Jews left behind after the red sea came down.
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9:

pulsing synth chords

place instrument down, leave building

Coda

place instrument down, leave building (after sx 1)

place instrument down, leave building (after sx 2)

Ensure that metal is reverberating; once ensemble
has left the building, cease reverberations, and leave

place instrument down, leave building (after tbn)

stand up, leave building (after gtr)
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